The use of monoclonal and polyspecific antibodies in the IgE sandwich ELISA.
The use of antibody to link antigen to microtitre plates in the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) has been extended to include mouse monoclonal antibodies and polyspecific rabbit antibodies. Small amounts of both reagents could be used. The capacity of the microtitre plate for the antibody was found to be critical and irradiated plates generally gave better results. Both rabbit anti-IgE conjugated to horseradish peroxidase, and monoclonal mouse anti-IgE with alkaline phosphatase-conjugated rabbit anti-mouse IgG could be used as detection reagents. Comparison with the radioallergosorbent (RAST) test showed a good agreement with the sandwich ELISA. The sandwich ELISA using polyspecific rabbit antibody was substantially more sensitive than conventional ELISA and also marginally more sensitive than RAST.